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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Monroe County

January 1, 2011
Dear Gardener:

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION to enroll in the Master Gardener Intern Training program that will be offered in Monroe County in 2011. This popular program is for people who would like to learn more about gardening and volunteering in their community. 

The course fee is $150.00 and covers the cost for the training, a three-ring notebook of reference material and additional teaching materials for each class, a certification badge, and membership in the Monroe County Master Gardener Association (MCMGA) for 2011. The classes are primarily organized in a lecture-style format; however we do try to include hands-on activities. The enclosed schedule includes the correct dates and times but speakers are still being finalized and topics are subject to change. 

Please be aware that participants in this training program make a commitment to give back to the community through volunteer service. In essence, you help others grow by sharing the horticultural knowledge gained through this program. In order to become a certified Master Gardener, you will be required to complete 35 hours of volunteer service once you have successfully completed the training program. Participants in the 2011 Master Gardener training program must complete their volunteer service by June 1, 2012 in order to receive their Master Gardener Certification. A list of volunteer activities will be provided in class and other activities are also often acceptable.

Advance payment is required before class acceptance.  The registration fee for the program is $150.00. Payment of $75.00 per person is required to hold a spot in the class with remaining amount due at the first class session; upon completion of the volunteer commitment $50.00 will be refunded.  Applications are accepted through the mail or walk-in. Unfortunately we cannot accept credit cards.  Please register by January 20th to ensure we have adequate materials for the class program. 

Program enrollment is limited and classes normally fill quickly. If you would like to participate in this upcoming program, please complete the following forms and return them with the registration fee. There is some duplication of the information requests, and for that we apologize. Some forms are for Extension Office records and some for Monroe County Master Gardener Association records. Enclosed you should find:

· Program Application and the signed agreement for volunteer service

· Purdue Extension Master Gardener Pest Management Information Policy

· Adult Behavior Expectation for Master Gardener Volunteers 

· Consent for Master Gardener Volunteer Background Check

· 2011 MCMGA membership application (no fee required, membership is included with program registration.  Your contact information will be shared with other class members and members of the MCMGA (If this is a problem please contact the office).  

If you have questions about the forms, application or class content, please contact Amy Thompson at 812-349-2575 or by email at afthompson@purdue.edu.
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Sincerely,

Amy Thompson

Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources
·  3400 South Walnut Street  ·  Bloomington, IN 47401·

(812) 349-2575  ·  FAX: (812) 349-4637

http://www.extension.purdue.edu/monroe
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